Lesson 1

R, pOn't ABuse k!

BiBle Point

Use, don’t abuse what God has given us.

BiBle verse

“Every good and perfect gift is from God.”
James 1:17 (NIrV)

BiBle Story

Parable of the Talents
Matthew 25:14-30

What is stewardship? It is using, not abusing all God
has given us. It is realizing that because God has given
us time, money, talents, possessions and the earth to
use, we should use them wisely.

We often get confused over ownership and steward-
ship. We come to think of ourselves as owning every-
thing. However, every good thing we “own” comes
from God. We should be aware of what God has
given us and use it for His glory. When we do this, we
will be amazed at what He will do with our lives.



Lesson 1

Trash €an

Supplies:
=  Small trash can

= Drinking straw

Preparation: Place the straw inside the can.
What do you think is inside this trash can? (Allow the children to guess.)
I will give you three clues and see if you can guess.

1. You put it in your mouth.
2. You use it at meals.
3. You drink by sucking on it.

(Open the trash can and pull out the straw.) What is it? A straw! How many of you have
used a straw to drink? What kinds of things have you used a straw to drink? Has anyone
ever drank milk with a straw? How about juice like in a juice box?

Do you like using a straw to drink from?

A straw can be helpful to us. It makes drinking easier so we do not spill our drinks. How-
ever, people can also use straws in wrong ways. What if | poked someone with the straw?
Would that be using the straw in a good way? No, it would not.

Jesus wants us to use all the things He gives us in a good way. He wants us to use them,
not abuse them. Can you say that after me? Use it, don’t abuse it! Say it with me. Use it,
don’t abuse it!

pPOC What

Supplies:
= 18 Drinking Straws

= Tape

Preparation: Construct a 3-D wheel using the straws and tape. Make two hexagons using six
straws for each hexagon by taping the straws together at the ends. Attach a straw at each cor-
ner of the hexagon. Attach to the other hexagon at the corner (producing a 3-D wheel).

Doc What enters holding the 3-D wheel.



Welcome to my shop. | am an inventor. That means | make things. They call me Doc What.
Sometimes people ask me, “Why Doc What?” | always tell them that when | invent some-
thing people say, “Doc, What is that?” After a while they just started saying “Doc, What?”
And it stuck. So Doc What is my name.

I make all kinds of inventions that will make the world a better place. | always say “Use, do
not abuse all that God has given you.” So, I like to find ways to use things we do not need
anymore.

What do you think it is? (Show the wheel.) It is a wheel made out of drinking straws. Do
you ever drink out of a straw? Lots of people like to drink out of straws especially in a res-
taurant. | put a bunch of straws together and made something useful. A wheel!

You can put this wheel on your tricycles. You can put it on your bicycles. It can go on your
scooters and your skateboards and your big wheels. | might need to make it a bit smaller
for those. (Looks at wheel and scratches his head.) Yes, this would be too big for your
scooter.

(Puts it down and tries to roll it.) Might be a bit bumpy. What do you think? Do you think
this wheel will work for you? (Pushes on it a bit until it collapses making Doc What stumble
and fall.)

Oops! That didn’t work. (Gets up and brushes self off.) | can assure you that | am not hurt.

But | can also assure you that | will make a better wheel. (Stumbles off muttering and
scratching head.)

pOC’s Time Machine

Parable of the Talents
Matthew 25: 14-30

Supplies:
= 15 coins copied from resource page

= Biblical costumes (optional)
=  Props to make area appear as Mount of Olives (tan floor covering, green bushes)

Actors: Man, three servants

Preparation: Cover the floor with tan or brown sheets or material. Place green plants or fake
trees around the area. Copy the coins and cut them out.

| am going to tell you a story that Jesus told a long time ago.
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One day a man was going on a journey, so he called his servants. (Have someone come in
and call the servants. Three servants appear.)

To one of his servants, he gave five talents of money, (gives five coins to the first servant),
to another two talents of money (gives two coins to the servant) and to another one talent
(gives one coin to the last servant). Then he went on his trip. (The man leaves.)

The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work.
Guess what? He got five more for the work he had done. (The servant leaves and comes
back with ten total coins.)

The servant who had been given two talents went and put his money to work also. Guess
what? He got two more for the work he had done. (This servant does the same thing but
comes back with a total of four coins.)

But the servant who had been given the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and
hid his master’s money. (The servant should pretend to dig and cover the coin with a brown
piece of cloth or a bit of dirt.)

After a long time the man came home from his trip. He called his servants to find out what
had happened to the money that he had given them to keep for him. The man who had re-
ceived the five talents brought the other five. (Servant shows the ten talents to the master.)
“Master,” he said, “you entrusted me with five talents. See, | have gained five more.”

His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” He was so happy with
what the servant had done.

Next, the man with the two talents came. (Servant shows the four talents to the master.)
“Master,” he said, you entrusted me with two talents; see, | have gained two more.”

His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” He was also happy with
what the servant had done.

Then the man who had received only one talent came. “Master, “he said, “I went out and
hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.” (The servant holds up the
one coin.)

His master was not happy with him. He took the talent away from him and gave it to
someone else. He did not want him to hide the talent. He wanted him to use it for good.

Jesus wants us to use the things He has given us. He does not want us to hide them. If you
love to sing to Jesus, He wants you to sing cheerfully. He does not want you to hide your
voice. If you have a new toy, He does not want you to keep it all to yourself. He wants you
to share it with a friend when the friend comes to play. Whatever Jesus has given you, He
wants you to use it for good.



circle Time

Have the children sit in a circle. Have each child name something they can share with others
whether it is a special toy, a joke, a song or a drawing. Encourage the children to share what
they have and not hide it like the man with the one talent.

Prayer

Thank God for all the things that He has given us to use while we are on earth. Ask Him to
help us know how to use those things for Him and not to be selfish with them or abuse
them.

Ccraft

Double O Glider

Supplies:
= Drinking straw

=  Magazine cover
= Clear tape

Preparation: Cut two strips six-inch and nine-inch long and at least one-inch wide from the
magazine cover. Cut two slits opposite each other in both ends of the straw. The slits should
be one-inch long.

Tape the strips into O’s. Slide the circles into the slits.

To fly, hold the little O forward and toss in the air. It will glide through the air.
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Shack

Talent Crackers

Supplies:
= 15 mini-crackers (or goldfish, cookies, pretzels)
= Dinner sized paper plate

On the plate place three piles consisting of five crackers, two crackers and one cracker.
Review the story. Ask the children what happened to the man with five talents. When they
respond, place five more crackers on the pile. Ask the children what happened to the man
with two talents and place two more crackers on the pile. Ask the children what happened
to the man with one talent. Have the children “hide” the talent under the plate.

Game

Hide The Talent

Supplies:
= Coin

Choose one child to hide the coin while the other children hide their eyes. The children try to find
the hidden coin.

ACtivity PaGe

Print the activity page for each child
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FinGer Play

One servant was given five talents. (Hold up five fingers.)
He got five more. (Hold up five fingers on the other hand.)

One servant was given two talents. (Hold up two fingers.)
He got two more. (Hold up two fingers on the other hand.)

One servant was given one talent. (Hold up one finger.)
He hid his talent. (Hide the finger behind your back.)

He did not get any more talents. (Shake finger back and forth.)

Use the talents you have!

pramatiC Play

Supplies:
= 15 coins from resource page

Have the children take turns being each servant in the parable and the master. Have the
master give out the correct number of coins to each servant. Then have the master go out of
the room for a moment. The third servant should go hide the coin. When the master comes
back into the room, have him give the correct amount of coins to each servant. The third
servant finds the coin and returns it to the master.
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Each servant was given coins
by the master.
Draw the number of coins
each servant had when the
master came back.
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Trash 10 Treasure Jr.

BiBle Point

Use, don’t abuse what God has given us.

BiBle verse

Every good and perfect gift is from God.
James 1:17

BiBle Story

Parable of the Talents
Matthew 25:14-30

Invention

The Straw

Ooverview

We need to take care of the things God has given us. That is called stewardship.
Not only should we take care of these things but we should also use them for good.

Family Piscussion

What gifts has God given your family. Have each family member name a few.
Are you taking care of these gifts? Are you using them for good? Are you sharing
them with others?

Name one gift that you can share with someone this week.
Make a plan how you can do this.

Family Fun

Have a milk bubbling contest.

Each family member gets a glass of milk and a straw. On go, everyone
blows into the milk and sees who can make the bubbles overflow their
glass the fastest!
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TeaChinG Neeps

The Trash Can:

COSmall trash can ODrinking straw

POC What:

ODrinking straws CTape

POCS Time Machine:

[J15 coins copied from resource page OBiblical costumes (optional) CDProps to make area ap-
pear as Mount of Olives (tan floor covering, green bushes)
CJActors: man, three servants

cirCle Time:

CONone

Snack Time:

[J15 mini-crackers (or goldfish, cookies, pretzels) CIDinner sized paper plate

craft:

ODrinking straw COMagazine cover CIClear tape

Games:
OCoin

ACtivity PaGe:
CJA copy for each child

pramatiC Play:

CONone

*Denotes item available in optional kit from RiverseC.com
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